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Paranormal? 

 

The Brown Lady of Raynham Hall 

 
Raynham Hall, a stately home in Norfolk, England, is renowned for its ghostly inhabitant, the 
"Brown Lady." This apparition is believed to be the spirit of Lady Dorothy Walpole (1686-1726), 
the sister of Great Britain's first Prime Minister, Robert Walpole. 

 
The most famous account stems from a 
photograph taken in September 1936 by 
Country Life magazine photographers Captain 
Provand and Indre Shira. While photographing 
the grand staircase, Shira claimed to have seen 
a vague, misty figure descending towards them. 
He quickly removed the lens cap, and Provand 
snapped a picture. The resulting image, 
published in the magazine, shows a distinct, 
shrouded figure on the stairs, seemingly solid 
yet undeniably spectral. 

 
Lady Dorothy's story adds a layer of intrigue to the 
haunting. She was married to Charles Townshend, a 
notoriously violent and ill-tempered man. Rumours 
circulated that he locked her away in the house after 
discovering she had been unfaithful. She died under 
mysterious circumstances, and it was widely 
suspected that Townshend was responsible for her 
demise. This tragic tale fuels the belief that her spirit 
remains trapped at Raynham Hall, unable to find 
peace. 
 
Sightings of the Brown Lady predate the famous 
photograph, with accounts stretching back into the 
early 18th century. Witnesses describe a figure in a 
brown brocade dress, often with empty eye sockets, 
adding to the chilling nature of the apparition. Some claim to have seen her on the 
staircase, while others report encounters in different parts of the house. 
 
Sceptics have offered alternative explanations for the photograph, suggesting it was a 
double exposure, a trick of the light, or even a deliberate hoax. However, the enduring nature 
of the sightings, both before and after the photograph, and the compelling story behind 
Lady Dorothy, have cemented the Brown Lady as one of the most famous and enduring 
ghost stories in British history. Raynham Hall remains a place of mystery and fascination, 
attracting ghost hunters and the curious alike, all hoping to catch a glimpse of its spectral 
resident. 
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The Legend of Spring-Heeled Jack 

 
Spring-Heeled Jack is a figure of English folklore who became the subject of widespread 
panic and fascination throughout the Victorian era. The first reported sightings occurred in 
London in 1837, and the legend persisted for decades, with sporadic appearances as late 
as the early 20th century in various parts of England. 
 
Witnesses described Spring-Heeled Jack as a man with a 
terrifying and grotesque appearance. Key features often 
included: 
• A frightening face with "fiery eyes" (The Penny Dreadfuls). 
• Clawed hands, sometimes described as metallic. 
• The astonishing ability to make extraordinary leaps, clearing 

high walls and buildings with ease, giving rise to his moniker. 
• Some accounts even claimed he could breathe blue and 

white flames (Cassell's Family Magazine, 1890). 
• He was often described as wearing a dark cloak or coat. 
 
His modus operandi typically involved suddenly accosting lone pedestrians, often women, 
in dark alleys or isolated areas. While his motives were unclear – sometimes he assaulted 
people, tearing their clothes with his claws, and other times he simply terrified them with his 
appearance and agility – the fear he instilled was very real. 
 
One of the most famous incidents involved an attack on Lucy Scales in February 1838, where 
the assailant, matching Spring-Heeled Jack's description, tore at her clothing (The Times, 
1838). Another notable event was his alleged intrusion into the home of Jane Alsop shortly 
afterwards, where he supposedly breathed blue flames at her (The Penny Dreadfuls). 
 
Numerous theories have attempted to explain the Spring-Heeled Jack phenomenon. Some 
suggested a supernatural origin, a devilish entity or a ghost seeking to sow terror. Others 
proposed more grounded explanations: 
• A Wealthy Prankster: The most popular theory suggests that Spring-Heeled Jack was 

a wealthy nobleman engaging in elaborate and malicious pranks. The Marquis of 
Waterford was a prominent suspect due to his eccentric behaviour and past 
involvement in practical jokes (The Illustrated Police News, 1870). 

• Acrobats or Performers: Individuals with exceptional leaping abilities, perhaps wearing 
theatrical costumes and using rudimentary pyrotechnics, could have been responsible 
for some of the sightings. 

• Mass Hysteria: The power of suggestion and fear could have led to exaggerated 
descriptions and the spread of the legend, with later sightings influenced by earlier 
reports. 

 
Despite numerous investigations and public outcry, Spring-Heeled Jack was never 
definitively identified or apprehended. The legend faded over time, but his terrifying image 
remains a memorable part of Victorian folklore, a testament to the power of fear and the 
enduring appeal of the unexplained. 
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The Philadelphia Experiment 

 
The Philadelphia Experiment is the name given to a purported top-secret US Navy 
experiment that allegedly took place around 28th October 1943 at the Philadelphia Naval 
Shipyard in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The central claim is that the experiment aimed to 
render the USS Eldridge (DE-173), a Cannon-class destroyer escort, invisible to radar. 
However, the legend has grown to include far more outlandish and disturbing outcomes, 
although it is widely considered to be a hoax or a misinterpretation of actual events. 
 

 
 
The most sensational claims of the Philadelphia Experiment include: 
• Radar Invisibility: The initial goal was to use a powerful electromagnetic field, 

generated by massive Tesla coils and other equipment, to bend light and make the 
ship invisible to radar waves. 

• Visual Invisibility: Some versions of the story claim the experiment went further, briefly 
making the USS Eldridge completely invisible to the human eye. 

• Teleportation: The most incredible claim is that the ship not only became invisible but 
was also instantaneously teleported to Norfolk, Virginia, hundreds of miles away, and 
then reappeared back in Philadelphia moments later. 

• Temporal Displacement: Some even suggest the ship briefly travelled through time. 
• Horrific Crew Effects: The legends often describe catastrophic effects on the sailors 

aboard the USS Eldridge. Some accounts claim that when the ship reappeared, crew 
members were physically fused with the ship's structure, driven insane, or even 
vanished entirely. Survivors were supposedly "phased" out of normal reality. 

 
The primary source for the outlandish claims of the Philadelphia Experiment is a man 
named Carlos Allende (later identified as Carl Meredith Allen) who wrote a series of bizarre 
and often incoherent letters in the 1950s to Morris K. Jessup, an author who had written a 
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book about UFOs. Allende's letters detailed the alleged experiment and its horrific 
consequences. 
 
It is crucial to note that the US Navy has consistently denied that any such experiment took 
place, and the overwhelming consensus amongst researchers and sceptics is that the 
Philadelphia Experiment as described in the legends is a hoax. Investigations have revealed 
the following: 
• There is no record of the USS Eldridge ever being in Philadelphia and Norfolk on the 

same day. Logbooks place it in other locations during the alleged teleportation. 
• The type of radar technology available in 1943 was not capable of the feats described. 
• Many of the alleged details contradict known physics and naval procedures. 
• The "survivors" who supposedly corroborated the story have been found to have 

unreliable or fabricated accounts. 
 
The most likely origin of the legend is a combination of factors: actual research into radar 
camouflage, the deperming process of ships, potential wartime trauma and 
misremembering, the influence of science fiction, and the unreliable nature of Carlos 
Allende's testimony. 
 
Despite the lack of credible evidence and the Navy's denials, the legend of the Philadelphia 
Experiment persists, fuelled by conspiracy theories and the allure of the unexplained. It 
serves as a fascinating example of how rumour and speculation can transform potentially 
mundane wartime research into a bizarre and enduring mystery.  
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The Dyatlov Pass Incident 

 
The Dyatlov Pass incident remains one of the most baffling and unsettling mysteries of the 
20th century. In February 1959, a group of nine experienced ski hikers, led by Igor Dyatlov, 
embarked on an expedition to the northern Ural Mountains. They were aiming to reach 
Otorten Mountain, a trek rated as Category III, the most difficult. Tragically, none of them 
survived. 
 
The alarm was raised when the group failed to send a 
pre-arranged telegram to their sports club. A search 
party was launched, and their abandoned campsite was 
discovered on the slopes of Kholat Syakhl Mountain 
("Dead Mountain" in the local Mansi language). The 
hikers' tent was found cut open from the inside, and their 
belongings, including warm clothing and equipment, 
were left behind. 
 
The subsequent discovery of the nine bodies, scattered across the snowy landscape, only 
deepened the mystery. The findings were deeply disturbing and defied logical explanation: 
 
• Cause of Death: Some of the hikers died of hypothermia, but others sustained 

significant internal injuries, such as fractured skulls and broken ribs, with no external 
wounds. The force required to cause such injuries was likened to that of a car crash. 

• Missing Body Parts: Two of the bodies were missing their eyes, and one was missing 
her tongue. 

• Strange Clothing: Some of the hikers were found wearing only their underwear, while 
others wore partially torn or mismatched clothing, some of which belonged to other 
members of the group. 

• Elevated Radiation Levels: Traces of radioactive substances were found on some of 
the clothing. 

• Bizarre Final Actions: The hikers appeared to have fled their tent in the middle of the 
night for an unknown reason, venturing out into the sub-zero temperatures without 
adequate gear. Their final movements seemed disoriented and desperate. 

 
Numerous theories, both conventional and outlandish, have been proposed to explain the 
Dyatlov Pass incident: 
• Avalanche: While initially considered, the evidence didn't fully support a typical 

avalanche. The tent wasn't buried, and the hikers' tracks indicated they walked away 
from the slope. 

• Animal Attack: While some bodies had soft tissue damage, the injuries were 
inconsistent with known animal attacks, and there were no clear tracks of large 
predators. 

• Military Experiment/Secret Weapon: The elevated radiation levels on some clothing 
fuelled theories of a secret military test gone wrong. However, the levels were low and 
could have had other sources. 
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• Infrasound: Strong winds interacting with the terrain could have produced infrasound, 
causing panic and disorientation. However, this doesn't fully explain the specific injuries. 

• Ball Lightning: A rare and unpredictable atmospheric phenomenon could have 
frightened the hikers, but again, it doesn't account for the physical trauma. 

• Paranormal Explanations: Given the bizarre circumstances, some theories have 
ventured into the paranormal, suggesting the involvement of malevolent spirits or 
extraterrestrial forces, perhaps linked to the mountain's ominous name. 

• UFO Involvement: The era and the secrecy surrounding the Soviet Union at the time led 
to some speculation about UFO encounters. 

 
To this day, the true cause of the Dyatlov Pass incident remains officially undetermined. The 
sheer strangeness of the hikers' deaths, the inexplicable injuries, and the lack of a coherent 
explanation continue to fascinate and disturb, making it a prime example of a truly bizarre 
and potentially paranormal historical event. 
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The Ghost Ship of the Baychimo 

 
The SS Baychimo was a steel-hulled cargo steamer owned by the Hudson's Bay Company. 
For years, she plied the icy waters of the Arctic, trading supplies for furs with Inuit 
communities along the coast of Alaska and Canada. However, it was her extraordinary 
afterlife as a ghost ship that secured her place in the annals of maritime mystery. 
 

In October 1931, while laden with a valuable cargo 
of furs, the Baychimo became trapped in pack ice 
near Barrow, Alaska. After several attempts to free 
her, the crew eventually abandoned ship, seeking 
shelter ashore. A few days later, the ice shifted, 
and the Baychimo was gone. Initially presumed 
sunk, she was sighted again some days later, 
adrift but seemingly intact. 
 

The harsh Arctic conditions made salvage operations incredibly difficult and dangerous. 
The Hudson's Bay Company deemed the Baychimo a lost cause and decided to leave her 
to her fate. Little did they know, this was not the end of the Baychimo's voyage. 
 
For an astonishing 38 years, the Baychimo became a phantom of the Arctic seas. She was 
repeatedly sighted by other ships, Inuit hunters, and even aircraft, drifting silently through 
the icy waters, sometimes hundreds of miles from her last known position. These sightings 
occurred sporadically between 1931 and 1969: 
• In 1932, she was spotted 300 miles from where she was abandoned. 
• In the late 1930s, she was used as a temporary shelter by a group of Inuit hunters. 
• During World War II, she was seen navigating the icy straits. 
• As late as 1969, she was observed frozen in an ice floe in the Beaufort Sea. 
 
Despite numerous attempts to board her and potentially salvage what remained, the 
Baychimo always seemed to elude capture, either due to the treacherous ice conditions or 
because she had drifted away before anyone could reach her. 
 
The mystery of the Baychimo lies not just in her survival for so long in such a hostile 
environment, but in the seeming randomness of her movements. Without a crew or any 
apparent means of propulsion, she continued to navigate the Arctic waters for nearly four 
decades, earning her the moniker "the ghost ship of the Arctic." 
 
The last confirmed sighting was in 1969. What eventually became of the Baychimo remains 
unknown. She may have finally succumbed to the ice and sunk, or perhaps her ghostly 
voyages continue to this day in some remote corner of the Arctic. 
 
The tale of the Baychimo evokes a sense of the uncanny, a vessel seemingly imbued with a 
life of its own, defying the natural order. Her decades-long solo journey through the frozen 
north remains one of the most enduring and genuinely inexplicable maritime mysteries. 
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The Mackenzie Poltergeist 

 
Greyfriars Kirkyard in Edinburgh is a place 
steeped in history, and according to many, a 
hotbed of paranormal activity. Amongst its 
ancient tombstones stands the Black 
Mausoleum, the final resting place of Sir George 
Mackenzie (1636-1691), a Lord Advocate known 
for his harsh persecution of Covenanters 
(Scottish Presbyterian dissenters) during the 
17th century. It is around this mausoleum that 
the legend of the Mackenzie Poltergeist has 
grown in recent decades. 
 
While Greyfriars Kirkyard has a long history of ghost stories, the more recent claims of a 
malevolent poltergeist linked to Mackenzie's tomb began to surface in the late 1990s, 
particularly after a homeless man allegedly broke into the mausoleum seeking shelter and 
disturbed Mackenzie's coffin. 
 
Since then, numerous visitors to the kirkyard, and particularly those who have ventured near 
or into the Black Mausoleum during guided ghost tours, have reported a range of disturbing 
experiences, including: 
• Sudden feelings of coldness or unease. 
• Unexplained bruises, scratches, and even cuts appearing on their bodies. 
• Shoving or being knocked over by an unseen force. 
• Feelings of nausea, dizziness, and panic. 
• Some have even reported fainting or experiencing more severe physical reactions. 
 
The tour guides who operate within the kirkyard have often recounted their own unsettling 
experiences and have documented the injuries reported by visitors. The poltergeist is often 
attributed to the restless and malevolent spirit of Sir George Mackenzie, his anger at being 
disturbed after centuries of rest manifesting as these physical attacks. 
 
Sceptics offer more rational explanations for the reported phenomena: 
• Mass Hysteria: The atmosphere of a ghost tour in a historic graveyard, combined with 

the telling of spooky tales, could lead to suggestibility and mass psychogenic illness, 
where fear and expectation manifest as physical symptoms. 

• Uneven Ground and Poor Lighting: The kirkyard has uneven terrain, and night-time 
tours are often conducted in low light, increasing the risk of trips, falls, and perceived 
shoves. 

• Pre-existing Injuries: Some reported bruises or scratches could have been unnoticed 
before the heightened awareness during a ghost tour. 

• Hoaxing and Exaggeration: The allure of a dramatic ghost story might lead some 
individuals to exaggerate or even fabricate their experiences. 
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Despite the sceptical viewpoints, the sheer volume of reported 
incidents, including those documented by tour operators, has 
cemented the legend of the Mackenzie Poltergeist as a 
significant modern ghost story in Edinburgh. The tales of 
physical harm and the direct link to a historical figure known 
for his cruelty add a particularly chilling dimension to this 
alleged haunting. Greyfriars Kirkyard remains a popular 
destination for ghost hunters and those seeking a brush with 
the paranormal, drawn by the enduring mystery of the 
Mackenzie Poltergeist. 
 
 
 

 

 
Sir George Mackenzie of Rosehaugh (1636-1691)  
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Cryptids? 

 

The Beast of Gévaudan 

 
Between 1764 and 1767, the rural province of Gévaudan in south-central France was gripped 
by terror. A mysterious creature, or possibly a series of creatures, known as the Beast of 
Gévaudan, stalked the countryside, attacking and often brutally killing humans, primarily 
women and children. 
 
The attacks began in the summer of 1764, and over the next three years, the Beast was 
credited with numerous deaths – estimates range from around 50 to over 100. The ferocity 
and unusual nature of the attacks set this creature apart from typical wolf predation. 
Witnesses often described the Beast as having: 
 
• A large, elongated body, sometimes compared to a wolf but significantly bigger. 
• Reddish or tawny fur. 
• A long tail, often with a tuft at the end. 
• A head described as being like a cross between a wolf and a dog, sometimes with 

boar-like tusks or a flattened muzzle. 
• Remarkable speed and cunning, often evading hunters. 
 

 
 

The attacks were particularly gruesome. Victims were often decapitated or had their throats 
torn out. The Beast seemed to target the head and neck with alarming precision. 
 
The terror escalated to such a degree that the local populace was in constant fear, and the 
King of France, Louis XV, eventually intervened. He sent professional wolf hunters and even 
his own royal musketeers to hunt down the creature. These efforts, however, initially proved 
largely unsuccessful, adding to the Beast's mystique and the growing panic. 
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Numerous wolves were killed during the hunts, and some were even presented as the Beast, 
but the attacks continued, indicating that the true culprit remained at large. This led to 
various theories about the Beast's identity: 
• An unusually large and aggressive wolf or pack of wolves: This remains the most 

rational explanation for many. However, the descriptions and the specific nature of the 
attacks often deviated from typical wolf behaviour. 

• A hyena or other exotic animal: Some suggested an escaped or imported predator, 
though there was little evidence to support this. 

• A wolfdog hybrid: This could potentially explain some of the unusual physical 
characteristics. 

• A serial killer using an animal disguise: This more outlandish theory suggests a 
human was responsible for the attacks, perhaps wearing a wolf skin. 

• A mythical creature or demon: In a time of strong religious belief and fear, some 
attributed the Beast to supernatural forces. 

 
The reign of terror finally ended in June 1767 when a local hunter named Jean Chastel shot 
and killed a large canid that was widely believed to be the Beast. However, even this 
conclusion is debated, with some arguing that other creatures may have been responsible 
for earlier attacks. 
 
The legend of the Beast of Gévaudan endures as a chilling historical mystery, a real-life 
monster that terrorized a region and left behind a legacy of fear and unanswered questions. 
Was it a natural anomaly, an escaped exotic creature, or something else entirely? The true 
identity of the Beast continues to fuel speculation and remains one of cryptozoology's most 
compelling historical cases. 
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The Black Shuck 

 
The Black Shuck is a legendary spectral black dog that is said to roam the coastline and 
countryside of East Anglia, a region encompassing Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, and 
Cambridgeshire. This fearsome creature is often described as being the size of a large calf 
or even bigger, with shaggy black fur and malevolent, glowing red eyes. Its appearance is 
often associated with death and misfortune, and some legends claim that to see the Black 
Shuck is an omen of impending doom. 

 
The heartland of Black Shuck folklore lies 
in Norfolk and Suffolk, with numerous 
tales passed down through generations. 
Perhaps the most famous and chilling 
account is that of Blythburgh Church in 
Suffolk. It is said that on August 4th, 1577, 
during a violent thunderstorm, a large 
black dog with glowing red eyes burst 
through the church doors. It ran up the 
aisle, past a terrified congregation, 
killing a man and a boy before vanishing 

as suddenly as it appeared, leaving scorch marks on the north door that can still reportedly 
be seen by some to this day. 
 
However, the legend extends beyond these counties, with tales of similar large black dogs 
with glowing eyes reported across East Anglia, including as far south as the Basildon area 
in Essex. Local accounts suggest that the legend has a presence in your region as well: 
• On separate occasions, large black animals have been reported in Billericay and Pitsea, 

both towns near Basildon. These sightings, while not always explicitly linked to the name 
"Black Shuck," fit the general description of a large, dark, dog-like creature that inspires 
unease. 

• Perhaps more strikingly, a large animal, estimated to be around five feet high but with 
the distinct appearance of a dog, has been witnessed walking between Vange and 
Fobbing, two areas within the Basildon conurbation. This sighting suggests a creature 
of unusual size and canine form. 

• More recently, a direct encounter with what sounds very much like the Black Shuck 
occurred at St Nicholas Church in Laindon, near Basildon. A group of teenagers sitting 
in a field were startled by a screeching noise in the bushes, initially thought to be a fox 
hunting. However, they were confronted by a huge black dog with unmistakable 
glowing eyes that began to growl at them, a classic characteristic of the Shuck legend. 

 
Furthermore, local folklore around the Vange to Fobbing area speaks of a ghostly black dog 
sometimes seen crossing the road near the former avenue of trees by White Hall Farm. It's 
suggested that the shadows cast by these trees might have contributed to the illusion of a 
spectral hound. 
 
 



15 
 

 
 

These accounts from across East Anglia, including the vivid tale of Blythburgh Church and 
the more local stories from the Basildon area, demonstrate the enduring and widespread 
nature of the Black Shuck legend, a chilling phantom dog woven into the fabric of the 
region's folklore. 
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The Devil's Footprints 

 
In February 1855, following a heavy snowfall, the residents of Devon awoke to an 
extraordinary and baffling sight: a trail of peculiar, hoof-like footprints that stretched across 
the county for an estimated 40 to 100 miles. What made this event so utterly bizarre was the 
seemingly impossible route these prints took. 
 
The tracks were generally described as being in a single file, each print measuring 
approximately 4 inches long and 3 inches wide, and often described as having a cloven 
appearance, resembling a hoof. However, it was the path they traversed that defied easy 
explanation: 
• They were reported on rooftops of houses, crossing rivers (including the River Exe) 

without any break or deviation, and going over haystacks without disturbing them. 
• Footprints appeared leading up to and exiting drain pipes as small as 4 inches in 

diameter. 
• High walls and other seemingly insurmountable obstacles were crossed directly, with 

no indication of how. 
• In some instances, the tracks stopped abruptly in the middle of a field and then 

reappeared some distance away, as if the creature had taken enormous leaps. 
 
The sheer extent of the tracks, appearing simultaneously across a wide area after a single 
night of snowfall, and the impossible paths they took, led to widespread panic and intense 
speculation. As the prints often resembled a cloven hoof, many attributed them to the Devil 
himself, hence the name "Devil's Footprints." 
 
Numerous more earthly explanations were proposed at the time and have been debated 
ever since: 
• Misidentified animal tracks: Suggestions included badgers, otters, foxes, or even birds 

hopping in the snow. However, none of these fully account for the consistent hoof-like 
shape, the single-file nature over such distances, and the ability to traverse rooftops 
and walls. 

• Melting and refreezing snow distorting tracks: While snow can certainly alter the 
appearance of prints, it's difficult to see how this could create consistent hoof-like 
shapes over such varied and improbable terrain. 

• Hoax: The possibility of an elaborate hoax involving multiple individuals using some 
form of hoof-like stamp has been considered. However, the sheer scale and 
coordination required for such a prank across such a wide area in a single night seem 
highly unlikely. 

• Experimental balloon with a dragging anchor: One imaginative theory suggested a 
balloon trailing a rope with a weight or anchor that left the prints. However, this doesn't 
easily explain the consistent hoof shape or the precise paths taken. 

 
To this day, the Devil's Footprints remain an unsolved mystery. The event stands as a truly 
bizarre historical occurrence that continues to defy logical explanation, leaving open the 
possibility of a yet-unknown animal, a highly elaborate and never-revealed prank, or 
perhaps something truly inexplicable. 
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Bigfoot, Yeti, Sasquatch and Similar Creatures 

 
Across the globe, in remote and often mountainous or forested regions, there are persistent 
legends and sightings of large, hairy, bipedal creatures that defy conventional zoological 
classification. These beings go by various names depending on the local culture and 
geography, but the core descriptions share striking similarities. 
 
In North America, the most well-known name is Bigfoot or Sasquatch. Tales of these 
creatures have been part of Native American folklore for centuries. Modern sightings gained 
prominence in the mid-20th century, particularly in the Pacific Northwest of the United 
States and western Canada. Witnesses often describe Bigfoot as: 
• A large, ape-like creature, typically standing between 6 and 15 feet tall. 
• Covered in dark brown or reddish-brown hair. 
• Having a powerful, muscular build. 
• Walking upright with a long stride. 
• Leaving behind large footprints, often with five toes. 
• Sometimes associated with a strong, unpleasant odour. 
 
The Yeti, or Abominable Snowman, is the legendary 
creature of the high Himalayan regions of Nepal, 
Bhutan, and Tibet. Similar to Bigfoot, the Yeti is 
described as a large, hairy, bipedal being inhabiting the 
snowy mountains. Local Sherpa folklore contains many 
stories of the Yeti, sometimes depicting it as a shy, 
gentle creature and other times as a dangerous beast. 
Explorers and mountaineers have reported seeing 
large footprints in the snow, attributed to the Yeti, 
though often these have been later identified as 
belonging to known animals distorted by melting. 
 
In other parts of the world, similar legends exist: 
• Yowie (Australia): Tales of a large, hairy hominid figure in the Australian outback. 
• Almas (Central Asia): Reports from Mongolia and surrounding regions of a wild, 

human-like creature. 
 
The evidence for the existence of these creatures is 
largely anecdotal, consisting of eyewitness accounts, 
blurry photographs and videos (such as the famous 
Patterson-Gimlin film of 1967), and alleged footprints or 
hair samples. The scientific community remains highly 
sceptical, citing the lack of conclusive physical 
evidence. Many alleged footprints have been shown to 
be hoaxes or misidentifications, and DNA analysis of 
purported hair samples has often linked them to known 
animals like bears, deer, or even domesticated species. 
 

A 1951 photo of an alleged Yeti 
footprint 
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Intriguingly, the phenomenon of large, hairy, bipedal creatures isn't limited to remote 
wildernesses. In 2008, a peculiar-looking, Bigfoot-like animal was reportedly seen emerging 
from trees near the Hollow Ponds area of Epping Forest, which lies on the border between 
Wanstead and Leytonstone, just outside of London. This sighting, relatively close to urban 
areas in the UK, highlights how such reports can surface in unexpected locations, further 
fuelling speculation about the potential existence of undiscovered hominids closer to home. 
 
Despite the lack of scientific validation, the enduring nature of these legends across 
different cultures and continents is intriguing. The consistent descriptions and the 
persistence of sightings suggest that there might be something behind the stories, whether 
it be misidentification of known animals, elaborate hoaxes, or the occasional genuine 
encounter with an as-yet-undiscovered primate. The mystery of Bigfoot, Yeti, and their kin 
continues to capture the imagination and fuels ongoing debate in the field of 
cryptozoology.  
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The Loveland Frogman 

 
The legend of the Loveland Frogman centres around two separate but strikingly similar 
reported encounters with an unusual creature in Loveland, Ohio. These incidents, occurring 
nearly two decades apart, have cemented the Frogman into local folklore and the annals 
of cryptozoology. 
 
The first reported sighting took place in March 1955. An unnamed businessman claimed to 
have been driving late at night on Branch Hill Road when he saw three creatures by the side 
of the road. He described them as being around 3 to 4 feet tall, with leathery skin, webbed 
hands and feet, and faces resembling frogs or lizards. One of the creatures reportedly held 
a wand-like object above its head, emitting sparks. Startled, the witness drove away quickly. 
This account remained relatively obscure for some time. 
 
The second, and more widely known, 
incident occurred on 3rd March 1972. 
Police Officer Ray Shockey reported 
seeing what he initially thought was a 
dog lying in the middle of Riverside 
Drive at approximately 3:00 AM. As he 
approached in his patrol car, the 
creature stood up and hopped over a 
guardrail towards the Little Miami 
River. Shockey described it as being 3 
to 4 feet tall, weighing around 50-75 
pounds, with leathery skin and a frog-
like face. He stated it had no tail and 
moved with a distinct hopping gait. 
 
Just two weeks later, on 17th March 
1972, another Loveland police officer, 
Mark Mathews, also reported seeing a 
similar creature in the same general 
area. Mathews described it as crossing 
the road in front of his car. He 
corroborated Shockey's description of 
a 3-4-foot-tall creature with leathery skin and a frog-like face, noting its distinctive hopping 
movement. Mathews also mentioned seeing it briefly stand on its hind legs before 
disappearing over the guardrail into the river. 
 
The similarities between the 1955 and 1972 sightings are remarkable, despite the time gap 
and the different witnesses. These consistent descriptions of a bipedal, frog-like creature in 
the same small Ohio town have fuelled speculation about its identity. 
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Various theories have been proposed: 
• Large frogs or toads: While Ohio has native frog and toad species, none match the size 

and bipedal movement described by the witnesses. 
• Lizards or other reptiles: Again, native reptiles do not fit the descriptions. Escaped 

exotic pets are a possibility, but the consistency between the sightings is harder to 
explain. 

• Mental misidentification: Sceptics suggest the officers might have misidentified a 
known animal in the low light conditions. However, two separate officers reporting 
similar details increases the challenge for this explanation. 

• Hoax: The possibility of a hoax, particularly in 1972, cannot be entirely ruled out. 
However, the seemingly independent nature of the two police officers' reports adds a 
layer of complexity. 

• Unknown amphibian species: Cryptozoologists suggest the possibility of an 
undiscovered amphibian species inhabiting the Little Miami River area. 

 
The Loveland Frogman remains an intriguing and somewhat comical entry in 
cryptozoology. While the evidence rests solely on eyewitness accounts, the corroboration 
between the 1972 sightings, and the earlier 1955 report, keeps the mystery hopping along. 
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The Mothman Sightings 

 
Between November 1966 and December 1967, the small town of Point Pleasant, West 
Virginia, was gripped by a series of unsettling sightings of a peculiar winged creature known 
as the Mothman. These encounters, often reported by seemingly credible witnesses, 
created a wave of fear and speculation in the community. 
 
The creature was typically described as: 
• Tall, often estimated to be between 6 and 8 feet in height. 
• Having a human-like shape but with large, bat-like wings that spanned up to 10 feet. 
• Possessing large, glowing red or orange eyes that seemed to have a hypnotic effect. 
• Capable of flying at high speeds and sometimes silently. 
• Occasionally emitting strange screeching or squeaking noises. 
 
The first widely reported sighting occurred on November 15, 1966, when two young couples 
driving near the TNT area (a former World War II explosives plant outside of Point Pleasant) 
claimed to have seen a large, grey, winged creature with glowing red eyes. Their terrifying 
account was quickly followed by numerous other sightings from residents of Point Pleasant 
and the surrounding areas. 
 
Over the following year, the Mothman was reportedly seen in various locations, often near 
the TNT area, but also around town and even perched on rooftops. Some witnesses 
described feeling a sense of dread or foreboding in its presence. 
 
The Mothman phenomenon took a tragic turn on December 15, 1967, when the Silver Bridge, 
connecting Point Pleasant with Gallipolis, Ohio, collapsed into the Ohio River, killing 46 
people. In the aftermath of this disaster, some locals began to associate the Mothman 
sightings with the tragedy, believing it to have been a harbinger of the event or even a 
malevolent entity linked to it. 
 
Numerous theories have been proposed to explain the Mothman sightings: 
• Misidentification of Known Animals: Large birds such as sandhill cranes or owls, 

perhaps seen in unusual light conditions, could have been misinterpreted. However, 
witnesses often insisted on the creature's unusual size and features. 

• An Unknown Species of Bird or Bat: The possibility of a previously undocumented large, 
nocturnal bird or bat species has been considered, though no known animal perfectly 
matches the descriptions. 

• Stress and Mass Hysteria: The tense atmosphere of the Cold War era and local 
anxieties could have contributed to heightened suggestibility and the spread of 
sightings. 

• Military Aircraft or Experiments: The proximity to the former TNT plant and rumours of 
unusual activities there led to speculation about experimental aircraft or other secret 
projects. 

• Paranormal or Extraterrestrial Explanations: Given the bizarre nature of the sightings 
and the lack of a clear scientific explanation, some theories ventured into the realm of 
the paranormal or suggested extraterrestrial involvement. 
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The Mothman legend has endured in popular culture, inspiring books, a movie, and 
numerous documentaries. While the true nature of the sightings remains a mystery, the 
events of 1966-1967 in Point Pleasant stand as a compelling and unsettling case in the 
annals of cryptozoology, forever linking a strange winged creature with a tragic disaster. 
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The twelve stories within this compendium offer a journey into the fringes of 
history, where the lines between the known and the unknown become 
tantalizingly blurred. From the spectral Brown Lady of Raynham Hall to the 
elusive Mothman of Point Pleasant, these accounts showcase the enduring 
power of mystery and the human fascination with the bizarre.  

 
While some of these events may eventually yield to rational explanation, 
others may forever remain shrouded in enigma, prompting us to question 
the limits of our understanding. Ultimately, these tales serve as a reminder 
that history is full of surprises, and that the world beyond our everyday 
experience may hold wonders and terrors yet to be fully comprehended. 


